

HERRINGSWELL PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of Meeting held on Tuesday 9 September 2014 at  
Herringswell Village Hall 7.00 pm
Present:

Liz Marchington (Chairman), Selina Boyce (Vice Chairman)




Garry Brown, Gloria Hicks, Steve Griffiths
In attendance:

Cllrs Dicker, Drummond, Chambers, Member of the Public and 




representatives from proposed Green Lane Development
1. Welcome:  LM welcomed everyone.
2. Apologies:  None received

3. Minutes of Previous Meeting:  Approved and Signed

4. Public Participation.  Allowed throughout the meeting
5. Police Report.    No report received
6. District/County Report.   
a. Cllr Drummond apologised for the comment in the newspaper about ‘winding the Parish Council up’.

b. Cllr Chambers had circulated August report and explained about the withdrawal of the consultation on Gypsy and Traveller sites.  LM questioned LC about the concerns raised by the Rural Parishes Alliance on school provision.  LM pointed out that a new school site was required for latent growth by 2016, but despite this a site search had only begun about a month ago as a result of the planning application for 374 houses at Red Lodge and not as part of  a planned process. It is a concern that so many children will be taught in temporary units. LC stated SCC are discussing a new plan to cope with the above average demand for primary school places in the district.
7. Matters Arising:   
a) Letter received from West Suffolk Conservatives in response to Parish Council letter re Matt Hancock.  It was agreed we would reply pointing out the inaccuracies in the reply being the sewerage issues and that Matt Hancock does not ask to be kept updated.  SG commented that MH intervention on behalf of SHNAG on Newmarket development was a mistake.  His intervention requesting calling in the Hatchfield Farm application will have an impact on the district as a whole.  The RPA asked MH to call in the Red Lodge application following its approval so that the Secretary of State could carry out a balanced review upon the effect of development across the district in light of the call in for Hatchfield farm based upon the claim it is of national significance.  We have learned today that Eric Pickles has refused to call in the application for 374 houses at Red Lodge and these  will now go ahead.

b) Letter received from West Suffolk Conservatives in response to ours re Cllr Andy Drummond has been noted and filed.
8. Planning Applications:  
a. Green Lane.  The main issue is the byway.  The PC will ask FHDC for another week to obtain further information in particular from the Highways Agency before making comments.

b. Mr & Mrs Taylor.  No objections.

9. Meetings:  
a)   LM attended the Parish Forum.  The discussion was on the planning process and how Parish Councils feel marginalised from the process and requested more pre-application meetings.  FHDC are going to set up a meeting in October to discuss further.
b)   Re the Planning Meeting on the 374 application at Red Lodge: This meeting was well represented with speakers from Herringswell and Red Lodge.  GH, Dr Allan Marchington, Bill Rampling, RPA, Paul Evans, resident, all gave excellent speeches with more than one District Councillor congratulating them on the content of their speeches. The development control meeting resulted in approval of the 374 houses at Red Lodge despite extensive objections and the District Councillors original decision to refuse the application.
10. Clerk.  After many years of acting as Clerk, which was originally only intended to be a temporary measure, Gloria wishes to be relieved from these duties.  LM thanked GH for her work and it was agreed that, firstly, we approach other neighbouring Parishes to see if their Clerk would like to work for us in addition.  GH will continue until a new Clerk has been found.

11. Correspondence:  emails received from

a) Paul and Kay Evans thanking Garry for the fencing around the War Memorial and also Liz and Gloria for the hours of hard work and dedication in opposing the Red Lodge development and its influence upon Herringswell and its residents.  The full email will be kept on file.  
b) Hugo Upton, regarding the Cllr Drummond issue, this email will also be kept on file.  It is not considered normal practice to attach correspondence to Minutes as they are kept on file.

c) Regarding Triangle Wood.  A response to the e-mail had been circulated to all Parish Councillors. It was agreed the Parish Council had nothing further to add. GH to email advising them we have had this discussion and to re-confirm the previous email.
12. Payments: Village Hall, Grass Cutting and PC insurance.  GB raised the question of paying for cutting the grass in The Churchyard.   When this years’ cuts are completed, GH will ask Alan to quote separately for the Parish and the Church and it was agreed that this item be kept on the Agenda.

13. Any other business:  None.

14. Date of next meeting: Tuesday 21 October 2014.

There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.05 pm


